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Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I
do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law?
What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’ And he
said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my
neighbor?’ (Luke 10:25-28)
In the third week of July Christians from area churches will gather
together to reach out to community members in need through the 5 th
annual Mission Trip Birdsboro. Mission Trip Birdsboro is a local project
intended to provide needed home repairs and maintenance to area
homeowners who are unable to undertake the repairs or maintenance
themselves. Many of the residents are elderly and cannot manage the
home repair issues they face. Others simply do not have the resources
needed to handle a problem with their home. Over a hundred
volunteers from churches such as ours will bring their variety of skills
and energy to the tasks in over 60 local residences.
The project results in substantial improvements in the lives of those
involved. Homeowners receive valuable assistance in the maintenance
of their homes. In some cases such assistance helps people, particularly
low-income elderly residents, to remain in their homes. In other cases,
families struggling financially, for a variety of reasons, are given vital
support.

One element of this program should be lifted up. Mission Trip Birdsboro
seeks to create a powerful sense of community among all its
participants. Throughout the project volunteers are prepared to interact
with homeowners in a positive and Christ-centered way. Religious
leaders (including myself) serve as “listeners” who meet with volunteer
teams and homeowners to hear their stories and check in about how
things are going. In the evenings, when the work for the day is done, a
service of worship helps volunteers relate their experiences with the
mission being carried out on behalf of Christ.
On the last day of the project, Sunday, there is a large celebration meal.
This meal is attended by volunteers and homeowners alike. It gives all
the participants an opportunity to recognize and celebrate the work
God has carried out in their midst. It is also an opportunity to
acknowledge the powerful sense of community established through the
project.
We live in an era characterized by breakdowns in community. The social
media “communities” on the internet, which were supposed to connect
people together, have driven them further apart. People barely know
their neighbors let alone interacting with them. Too often we are selfsegregating by where we live, the things we choose to do and our
association groups into enclaves encountering only people “like
ourselves.” In this time, it is vitally important to bring people together
in genuine communities that open us to those we might not normally
encounter.
Jesus himself went about seeking out people not a regular part of his
“circle.” He encouraged his disciples to realize that it is not God’s
intention that people cut themselves off from people they perceive to
be different than themselves. Jesus broke down divisions and based his
sense of community on the principle outlined in the parable of the Good
Samaritan. It is God’s will that our interaction be conditioned by the
transaction of care and concern between a giver and a receiver. In the
interaction both are enriched and that is the foundation of Godly
community.
I believe Mission Trip Birdsboro is a modern parable of community
happening in our midst.
--Pastor Frey

--WORSHIP IN JULY—
July 6
July 7
July 13
July 14
July 20
July 21
July 27
July 28

6:00 P.M. – Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 A.M. – Holy Communion
6:00 P.M. – Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 A.M. – Worship
6:00 P.M. – Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 A.M. – Holy Communion
6:00 P.M. – Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 A.M. – Worship

FROM THE PARISH RECORDS……………………………………………
Funeral: June 7 – Mary F. Shaner
Contributions to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mary Shaner
given by:
William & Catherine Scherch
Sue Walley

THOUGHTS ON A RAINY DAY

by Joy Gerhart……

It has been so rainy that you would be hard pressed to guess on which
day I wrote this article. I’m sure that along with me you have been
horrified to see the scenes of flooding and devastation in parts of the
U.S. this spring and summer. (It amazes me that we were just in
Houston last summer!). Water is so powerful! It can give life and also
take life. Our bodies are mostly comprised of water. We need to
continue to hydrate ourselves to stay healthy. Baptism with water is
our sacrament of entry into the Christian community. Though we are so
dependent on water, we seem to have a love/hate relationship with it.
We seem to either have too little or too much –never just enough.
This makes me think about the Israelites in the wilderness with Moses.
God gave them water and manna (their daily bread), and when they
complained about being tired of that, God sent them meat. (I became
acquainted with an amazing passage in the Bible in the book of
Numbers about what God said about the quail, the meat God sent the

Israelites. In Exodus 16:4-5, after the people murmured about starving,
God said “I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go
out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may prove them,
whether they will walk in my law or not.” (Verse 5 is about gathering
double the amount on the sixth day to observe the sabbath on the 7th
day.) Also the LORD said to Moses in Exodus 16:12, “At twilight you
shall eat flesh and in the morning you shall be filled with bread; then
you shall know that I am the LORD your God.” I quoted all this to
contrast with the passages in NUMBERS 11: “The people of Israel also
wept again, and said, ‘O that we had meat to eat! We remember the
fish we ate in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks,
the onions, and the garlic, but now our strength is dried up and there is
nothing at all but this manna to look at.” . . . (verse 4-6) and God’s reply
through Moses, “Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall
eat. You shall not eat for one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days,
or twenty days, but a whole month-- until it comes out of your nostrils
and becomes loathsome to you-- because you have rejected the LORD
who is among you, and have wailed before him …” (verses 18-20) God
sounds a bit angry, don’t you think?
Maybe it’s human nature that we are never satisfied. Maybe it’s a
result of that sin that holds us captive. Maybe we are only at the
beginning of our journey to learn to trust in God. Don’t get me wrong—
I feel like we’ve had more than enough rain, too! However, I’d like to
try to stay positive and accept the blessing of water. I like the image in
Psalm 1 of trees planted by streams of water, who I picture as not
having to worry (as if trees worry) because they always have enough
water. God is with us, and we have enough. This is Psalm 1:1-3 (and
don’t get hung up on the word “law” which also means
instruction/commandments/salvation/decrees/promise/covenant):
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
but their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in due season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.

YOUTH NEWS………………………………………………………

Rally Day—"God’s Work. Our Hands”—September 8

Congratulations to our 10th grade newly confirmed youth: Madison
Albright, Ethan Berger, Isaac Cope, Kate Hendricks, Jessica Kucharik, and
Nathan Tindall.
We have some exciting upcoming activities for SPYY and SPLAT. SPLAT
will go miniature golfing on Sunday, July 14, at Waltz, preceded at
church by lunch after the 10:30 am service and followed by ice cream at
Waltz. SPLAT will pay the expenses; you just sign up and come. Friends
are welcome as always!
SPLAT also plans to have a picnic/pool party hosted
by the Jablonskis on Sunday, August 25. (The address
is 651 Daniel Boone Road, Birdsboro.) The exciting
party will start at 12:30. Once again we are extending the invitation to
youth in the upcoming 7th grade class and their parents, as well as all
youth in 7th to 12th grade, and those who have graduated who may be in
the area. Please bring a towel, suit, soccer chair, and a side dish or
dessert. Sign up on the sheet on the youth board outside Joy’s office.
Friends are welcome! Please sign up!
SPYY will gather together to play some games on Sunday, July 21, from
9:15 – 10:15 am (which is the Sunday school hour during the year). We
will play games outside, weather permitting, and if the weather is foul,
we will make the sun shine and have fun in the downstairs multipurpose room. The more youth, the merrier! Friends are invited too!!!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES…………………………
Confirmation Orientation--August 25
Please join us on Sunday, August 25 at 9:15 am if you have a youth
starting or continuing in the confirmation program here at St. Paul’s.
We will ask you to fill out new registration forms and share new plans
for the coming year. We will let you know what we cover in
confirmation classes and what we expect of the youth. Please let us
know if you can’t attend, and please try to plan to come to the
picnic/pool party later in the day!

You may have heard this title before. This is an ELCA title that refers to
all kinds of service projects and volunteer work. September 8 has been
earmarked as a day of service, and we have decided to make it our Rally
Day theme. There will be much more information in the August
newsletter, but generally we will be learning about doing good things
for others in response to God’s generous love given first to us. As you
might imagine there will be some service projects to do—some for all
ages, and hopefully enough different ones for all interests. If you have
an idea of a service project we could do onsite, please share the idea
with Joy Gerhart. Children of all ages and adults of all ages are welcome
to attend our Rally Day Event! Mark your calendar: Sunday, September
8 from 9:15 to 10:15am in the Fellowship Hall. (Registration forms for
the 2019-2020 Sunday School year will also be available, and we will be
sure to have snacks!)

Bible Introduction and Presentation to 3rd Graders – Sept. 15
As we begin a new school year, we want to get our third graders started
on the right foot with their own Bible as a gift of the congregation. We
also wish to help parents fulfill their vows made at baptism to “put the
Holy Scriptures into their child’s hands.” A Bible Introduction workshop
will be held on Saturday, September 14 in the Fellowship Hall from 911am. This will help familiarize the young people (and
perhaps their families) with some of the major features of
the Bible. After the workshop, a Bible will be sent home
with each family for parents to underline special Bible
verses. Then the presentation will take place on Sunday, September 15
at the 10:30am service. (If the presentation date doesn’t work for you,
we can schedule an additional or alternate date.) A separate letter will
be sent to all families in August, but please contact Joy Gerhart if you
want to attend and have not received a letter. (Older children who have
joined the church and have not received a Bible will also be invited.)

WOMEN’S GROUP…………………………………………….
The Women’s Group will be on vacation for the summer. We are
looking into scheduling an activity on August 27, so stay tuned! We
discussed having a Thrivent workshop on “Financial Conversations for
Women” led by John Lauer, watching the movie Selma together,
learning more about Judaism by visiting a synagogue, and possibly
visiting Pottsgrove Manor among other things. We all felt our planning
meeting in June at the Manatawny Creek Winery was very FRUITFUL!

THANK YOU…THANK YOU…THANK YOU…………………………………
Thanks to all who helped with VBS. Thank you so much,
everyone, who helped to make our trip to Mars and
beyond so successful! We had a fantastic crew of leaders
and helpers and a great number of “Voyagers” who attended
throughout the week. This is always a very busy, but fun time, and we
hope you all had as much fun as the kids! Thank you for all your time,
patience, and dedication!

WORLD HUNGER MESSAGE………………………………………………….
Our gifts to ELCA World Hunger support innovative solutions that fight
hunger and poverty in nearly 60 counties around the world, including
the United States. In the United States our gifts helped a church in Ohio
to expand their food pantry and the congregation began a Sunday
supper series, offering nutritious meals prepared by neighboring
residents.
In Egypt our gifts helped a young father learn modern agricultural
methods to help increase his crops. His family income increased, and his
children are enrolled in school. Education and training helped this family
and helped many other in various countries around the world.
Nearly 800 million people – 1 in 9 people in our world today are hungry.
As a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) we
are called to respond. Working with our neighbors in the United States
and countries around the world we start by listening and learning how
we can accompany them to break the cycle of hunger and poverty – for
good. From water wells to animal husbandry, microloans to health
clinics, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger help to support innovative
solutions that get to the root causes of hunger.
Thank you for your continued support, Mary Graefe

A NOTE OF THANKS……………………………………
Enclosed is my check to cover the cost of tuning the piano for my annual
recital. This was a special day for Lauren Sarro because it was her final
recital after 8 years of flute lessons. Thank you for allowing me to use
the Fellowship Hall to make this occasion possible.
Sincerely,
Anne Weiser

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR…………………….
The Social Ministry Committee is collecting the following supplies for
students in the Daniel Boone Middle School:
• 1 ½ inch and 2 inch binders
• #2 pencils
• Soft pencil cases
• Standard calculators (usually are around $5.00)
• Inexpensive Agendas
Please bring any donations to the church on or before August 18.

Weekly Prayer Service -- Wednesdays--9:00 AM
We pray for every member of the congregation on
Wednesday mornings at 9 am. If you see your name
here it is not because we think you have a specific need
for prayer, but to let you know you are in our prayers
whatever your need may be. On Wednesday mornings
we also pray for churches around the world, leaders in the ELCA, our
staff and council members, our political leaders, those in the military,
special requests, and many more. If you are free a Wednesday morning,
stop in and join us. We are always finished before 9:30 AM. Included
this month in our prayers will be: Elizabeth Moore, Patrick Moore,
Alexander Moorman, Thomas Morrow, Judith Morrow, Bonnie Moser,
Chad Moser, Grant Moser, Charlotte Moser, Kristopher Moyer, Jennifer
Moyer, Hayden Moyer, Maggie Moyer, Nancy Moyer. If you have
anyone to add to the prayer list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card
found in the pew racks or call the church office. Please pray for those
with special concerns: Mary Beth C., Karin DiSanto, Paul Dufault, Ron
Glaser, Diana Gower, Gus, Sue Keay, Gary Leister, Bill Lerch, Bonnie
Moser, Kasey O’Neill-Bowers, Sally Reed, George Rhoades, Lenore
Robinson, John Shaner, Jeanie Templin, Tom Vroman, Millard Watson,
family & friends of TJ Doyle, Mary Shaner, and all others listed below or
those we name in our hearts: Delphine Altland, Rich Bell, Bill, Diane
Cataldi, Courtney, Charles “Skip” Davidheiser, Elena Demos, Terry
Eberly, Linda Epler, Carl Fetterman, Verna Habecker, Marie Hafer, Bev
Hasson, Frank Jablonski, Nancy Jackle, Rich Jacobs, Gerald Levengood,
Ruby Lewis, Charles Marquette, Ronnie McCarraher, Nancy Osterman,
Richard Pool, June Rhoads, Gabriel Schulze, John Serrian, Sr., Kelly
Stoltzfus, Sue Strain, Dale Szajek, Kimberly Szajek, Crystal Tufts,
Lynwood Weil, Tom Yetto; homebound— Charles & Fern Brown, Peggy
Burns, Jennie Clouser, Carol DeLong, Jan Haas, Jeane Rohrbach, Laura
Schmale, Alma Shirey, Patsy Smale, Ralph Trainer, Pauline Trout, Richard
Wise.

EXCITING HAPPENINGS AT OUR CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER……
Summer is finally here! The children are enjoying the warmer
temperatures while participating in exciting outside activities. The
children are having fun playing in the water on Sprinkler Day,
participating in playground games, and enjoying ice cream from Sweet
Ride Ice Cream Parlor.
To enhance this year’s theme “To Mars and Beyond”, the children are
blasting into high energy mode and gearing up for fun-filled days of
movement under the direction of Mighty Kicks and Amazing Athletes.
In addition, the children will continue to expand the theme by exploring
the planets, solar system and the International Space Station. We will be
welcoming special guests and visitors throughout the month as well.
We will celebrate our accomplishments and
recognize the Fourth of July with festive
activities and a picnic lunch. As a reminder, the
Center will be closed on Thursday, July 4, 2019.
Have a safe holiday and thank you for your
continued support.
Sherry Gardner, Director

OPEN SUNDAYS TO SPONSOR THE FLOWERS……………….
August 4
August 11
September 1
September 8
September 15
Cost is $35. Call the church office if interested.

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/4

7/5
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/9

7/10

7/12

7/13
7/14

Denise Millard
Lacey Krause
Keely Woodruff
Bruce Musselman
Aubrey Braun
Tyler Cloutier
Hunter Konarski
Ed Chroscinski
Jeanette Root
Jace Michener
Mary Jean Talbott
Ashley Bonetz
Susan Kubovsak
Todd DePrefontaine
Autumn Hampton
Grant Shober
Gregory Shober
Kim Koury
Cindy Matosky
Lynwood Weil
Lois Wenzel
Allen Hetzell
Parker LeGrand
Christopher Musetti
Tiana Gallagher
Bonnie Topur
David Bennis

7/14

7/15
7/16
7/17
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/26
7/27
7/28

7/29
7/30
7/31

Franklin Brown, Jr.
Robert Endy
Connie Hunter
Mason Rotelli
Aubrey Stumhofer
Zachary Coyle
Janice Miller
Jordan Koury
Emily Ridge
Ed Berger
Lorrie Monroe
Kris Poole
Jan Haas
Vienna Shober
Pat Oxenford
Marley Yambor
Stella Boyd
Christine Godon
Courtney Gougler
Kyle Vonderlinden
Charles Burns, Jr.
Kaitlyn Esenwein
Zachary Gougler
Sue Prizer
Carlene Yerger
Victoria Bennis
Ruth Grim

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO -David & Victoria Bennis
Tatum & Kris Poole
Russ & Diane Hartline
Dave & Danielle Walt
Mark & Susan Eisenhuth
David & Lindsey Yoder
William & Rose Stalnecker
Stuart & Rosalynda Crichton
Duane & Cindy Dominick
Gene & Nancy Stewart
James & Colleen Breen
Pr. Greg & Wendy Frey
Joel & Bonnie Steever
Darvin & Mary Levengood

7/3
7/3
7/5
7/5
7/9
7/10
7/11
7/14
7/18
7/18
7/21
7/24
7/24
7/25

15 yrs.
15 yrs.
22 yrs.
22 yrs.
25 yrs.
9 yrs.
49 yrs.
12 yrs.
38 yrs.
19 yrs.
12 yrs.
26 yrs.
48 yrs.
60 yrs.

Mark your calendar! The next Blood Drive is on
Wednesday, July 17, from 2—7:00 P.M. right here
at St. Paul’s. Online registration is available at
www.GIVEaPINT.org. Use sponsor code 2050 or contact Rhonda
Maloney at 610-858-9236.

AMITY FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE BUS TRIP—November 7………………………….
You are invited to join the Amity Friendship Circle bus trip to Dutch
Apple Dinner Theater to see Will Rogers Follies, a Ziegfeld Follies–style
extravaganza about America’s beloved humorist. The bus leaves the
church at 9:45 A.M. on Thursday, Nov. 7. The cost is $78 per person
payable to Amity Friendship Circle and give to Jan Schell (610-7797409). Payment deadline is Thursday, Sept. 5. Sounds like fun! Hope
you will join us!

--YTD Giving thru May, 2019–
Jan-May-2018
Offerings
$ 154,683
Renovation Contr. 29,716
Total Giving
$ 184,399

Jan-May 2019
$ 158,194
25,744
$
183,938

Variance % chg.
3,510
2.27
-3,971 -13.36
$ - 461
-.25

Have a safe and fun-filled summer, but please keep in mind that the
church does not take a vacation in the summer. In order to continue
the everyday operations of our church and its ministries, your ongoing
contributions are very important.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 2019
Sunday

Monday

Council persons in
charge—
Michele Hensley,
Karla Rosenbusch

1

7

8

8 & 10:30—Holy
Comm.

14

15

8 & 10:30—Worship
SPLAT miniature golf
after 10:30

21

22

8--10:30—Holy Comm.
9:15—SPYY playing
games

28
8 & 10:30—Worship
9:15—Apple Fest
Committee

29

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

Quilting
9:30—Bazaar crafts
2 PM—TOPS
6:15—Child Dev.

9 AM—Prayer Gr.
9:30—Bible Study

4

9

10

Quilting
9:30—Bazaar crafts
2 PM—TOPS

9 AM—Prayer Gr.
9:30—Bible Study

16

17

18

Quilting
9:30—Bazaar crafts
2 PM—TOPS

9 AM—Prayer Gr.
9:30—Bible Study
2 PM—Blood Drive

7:30—Crime Watch

23

24

25

Quilting
9:30—Bazaar crafts
2 PM—TOPS

9 AM—Prayer Gr.
9:30—Bible Study

30

31

Quilting
9:30—Bazaar crafts
2 PM—TOPS

9 AM—Prayer Gr.
9:30—Bible Study

Independence Day

Friday

5

Saturday

6
6 PM—Holy Comm.

11

12

13
6 PM—Holy Comm.

19

20
6 PM—Holy Comm.

26

27
6 PM—Holy Comm.

Money Counters
8:00
Wayne Grace
Kathy Meehan
June Geiger

10:30
Joanne Guss
Brooke Eidell
Charles Merkle

